Honeymoon Travel Log

August 3, 2004

Paolo:

We flew out of LAX at 6:45 a.m. on Delta on the way to Salt Lake City.  We had to wait five hours for our flight to Atlanta, and then on to London Gatwick.  It felt like forever, since we finally got to London almost 36 hours after our departure from Los Angeles.  From Gatwick, we had to figure out a way to get to Stansted to catch our Ryanair flight to Venice Treviso.  We eventually figured out that we had to take the Gatwick Express into Victoria Station, take the blue line to Tottenham Hale, then catch the Stansted Express into the airport.  We finally got to Stansted where we waited to catch our flight to Treviso.

Venice

Our arrival in Venice was extremely difficult.  We arrived there at 10:30 p.m., where we caught the ATVO shuttle to Venice 45 minutes away.  We arrive at the Piazzale Roma station at 11:45 p.m. and we did not know that the vaporettos had stopped running for the day.  We walked all over the docks trying to figure out how to get to our hotel.  Finally, another family discovered that there was a vaporetto line N that runs at night through the Grand Canal.  We got on, and then we got off at the Rialto Bridge stop.  We only had the Rick Steves map to rely on.  This was a huge mistake.  We wandered all over the place trying to find our hotel, Locanda SS Giovanni E Paolo.  Finally, at 2:00 a.m., a full 50 hours after leaving L.A., we found our hotel.

August 5, 2004

Lediya:

We went to visit Saint Mark’s square.  There were so many people- tourists from all over.  In the middle of the square people were feeding tons of pigeons.  We walked to the Rialto Bridge and then down to Ca’Rezzonico.  We checked out the museum there and then headed to the Accademia.  We walked so much and we were also jet-lagged from the time change.  So when we were in the Accademia, I took a nap on Paolo’s nap for about 20 minutes.  It was hot and humid too. After Accademia we had dinner at Pizzeria Foscarini.  We had seats right next to the waterfront and had 2 pizzas.  We then caught the #1 vaporetto and cruised the Grand Canal.  It was interesting to learn about the different buildings.  The ride was relaxing and cool.  We stopped at Saint Mark’s Square again, checked out the scene and then headed back to the hotel.  We stopped by and got some gelato on the way back.  

August 6, 2004

We woke up at 8 a.m. and had breakfast served in our room again- croissant, bread, jam, butter, and cappuccino.  We headed directly to Saint Mark’s Square and went to visit the Doge’s Palace first.  We saw all the glorious royal rooms the Doge (duke) used to live in.  We visited the prisons and walked across the Bridge of Sighs- the last look of freedom that prisoners had before being locked up.  From there we waited in line to go into the Basilica di San Marco.  The church was amazing.  All the murals are made of mosaics depicting images from the Bible.  We then went up to the top level of the church where the original 4 bronze horses were kept.  After the church, we decided to head back to our hotel for a little siesta.  After our siesta we took the LN boat out to Burano where we checked out the lace museum and the little town.  

August 7, 2004

This morning after breakfast we headed up to the Campanile.  We got a great view of the city, canal, the square, and everything.  After the Campanile we walked over to the Correr Museum.  We weren’t impressed with the place and we were kind of tired so we just walked through it pretty quickly.  We then had another siesta at our hotel where we ate picnic food: prosciutto, sweet bread, and iced tea.  We then headed out to the Fondamente Nove stop to head out to Murano.  When we arrived we walked to the museum of glass thee.  Murano is famous for making glass and there are shops and factories everywhere.   The museum displayed glass dating back to the 1st and 2nd centuries.  We then walked over to the Marco Polo glass factory where a guy named Andrea gave us a nice tour of the place.  Since he spent some time with us showing us around, we felt that we should buy something.  It took us a while to decide what we wanted.  In the end I chose a small amber colored candy dish while Paolo wanted these multi-colored glasses.  We then went to the train station back in Venice to buy our train tickets for our trip out to the Cinque Terre the next morning.  We hopped back on the #42 vaporetto to go back to our hotel and on the ride the conductor asked to see everyone’s tickets.  We passed the test.  For dinner we went to a place called Trattoria San Toma.  We ate traditional Venetian fare: seafood and pasta.  After dinner we went searching for a gondola ride.  We felt rushed since it was already 10:30 p.m.  So we ended up at the Rialto Bridge where we found this guy.  The ride was for only 20 minutes and it cost € 100!  That was a big letdown.  

Cinque Terre

August 8, 2004

Good thing that we bought our train tickets yesterday cause today the train station was packed.  We caught the Eurostar train from Venice to Florence.  Then in Florence, we switched trains to the Interregional train going to Pisa.  We switched trains in Pisa again to go to La Spezia and then in La Spezia we had to buy the Cinque Terre pass.  This pass allows us to ride the train into the towns and go in between the towns.  It’s good for three days.  We finally arrived in Vernazza, our Cinque Terre home base, and checked into one of Tonino Basso’s rooms.  The room is simple, nice bathroom.  What we liked most about it is that it had free Internet access.  We rested a bit, checked our e-mail and unpacked a little before we went off to explore the town.  It’s a very small town with one major pedestrian road with all the shops.  Vernazza is very quaint.  It has a natural harbor and a small beach with lots of rocks for sunbathing.  We decided to eat at Trattoria del Capitano for dinner.  The food there was great!  We had the seafood salad, trenette with pesto, pansotti with walnut sauce, and panna cotta for dessert.  After dinner we took a walk along the harbor and enjoyed the scenery.  It was lively with people still eating at 10 p.m.  Tomorrow we go hiking and swimming.

August 9, 2004

Today we took the train to Riomaggiore.  It’s the first town of the 5 Cinque Terre towns.  From Riomaggiore we began our hike to Manarola, then Corniglia and Vernazza.  The hike to Corniglia was pretty quick and easy.  It took us two hours through the 3 towns.  We had great views of the coast.  Kids jumping off the jutting cliffs into the blue waters in Manarola.  Along the route there were swimming areas where people sunbathed on the rocks and went swimming.  The path to Corniglia to Vernazza was really tough.  We had to climb through this zig zag of stairs and then stairs made up of rocks and stones.  It was such an uphill climb.  It totally wore us out.  We then go to Vernazza and found a spot on the beach.  I slept for an hour while Paolo went swimming.  Then we went to see the castle perched on top of the hill.  It had a commanding view of the town.  From there we saw people diving into the clear blue waters of the Ligurian sea below.  We couldn’t resist so we both dove in as well.  It was a refreshing swim in the hot weather.  After drying off we went back to the room and on the way we bought some fresh fruit for our hike the next day to Monterosso-al-mare.  After showering we headed back down to the harbor for dinner.  We ate at Trattoria Gianni.  We ordered a sampling of their antipasti, trofie with pesto, and fresh accuighe (anchovies) with roasted tomato and potatoes.  For dessert we had tiramisu.  We both enjoyed dinner very much.  After dinner we made our back to the harbor where we strolled under the stars and next to the sea.  

More to come!!!

